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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
 
1pm,  19 January,  2012 
 
 

An historic step towards recognition and equality 
 

 
ANTaR congratulates the Exper t  Panel  on i ts extensive communi ty 
consul tat ion and detai led report  and endorses i ts recommendat ions 
for  recognising Abor ig inal  and Torres St rai t  Is lander Peoples in 
Austra l ia’s Const i tut ion.   
 

“The Exper t  Pane l ’s  h is tor ic  repor t  p resents  a  sound and prac t ica l  
p roposa l  fo r  b r ing ing  our  Const i tu t ion  in to  the 21st  Century, ”  sa id 
Jacque l ine Ph i l l ips,  Nat iona l  D irector  of  ANTaR.  
 
“Desp i te  the i r  po l i t ica l  d i f fe rences ,  a l l  Pane l  members  have un i ted  beh ind 
the  repor t ’s  recommendat ions  to  recogn ise  Abor ig ina l  and Tor res  St ra i t  
I s lander  peop les and remove rac ia l  d isc r im inat ion  f rom our  Const i tu t ion. ”  
 
“The Exper t  Pane l  has  recogn ised that  ex is t ing  powers  to make laws that  
exc lude peop le  f rom vot ing  and d iscr im inate  on the  bas is  of  race are 
of fens ive  and unnecessary.  They have no p lace in  a  contemporary 
Const i tu t ion. ”   
 
“The Pane l  has  brought  together  prominent  Abor ig ina l  and Torres  St ra i t  
I s lander  leaders  f rom across  the  count ry  wi th  representa t ives  of  the  major 
po l i t i ca l  par t ies,  independents and Const i tu t iona l  exper ts . ”  
 
“Th is  d iverse pane l  has  t rave l led  the count ry  in  some of  the most  
extens ive  communi ty  consu l tat ions in  l iv ing  memory. ”  
 
“Pane l  members  have un i ted beh ind language that  is  s imple ,  caut ious and 
c lear .  I t s  ba lanced approach respec ts  the  un ique s ta tus of  Aus t ra l ia ’s  
F i rs t  Peop les,  the  o ldes t  cont inu ing  cu l ture  on  Ear th,  but  re jects  the 
d isc red i ted concept  of  race as  a  bas is  fo r  law-mak ing. ”  
 
“Th is  is  a pract ica l  p roposa l  wh ich Aust ra l ians  f rom across the  po l i t i ca l  
spect rum can un i te beh ind. ”  
 
“These h is tor ic  recommendat ions  have the  back ing  of  the Aust ra l ian 
peop le ;  recent  Newspo l l  repor ts  show tha t  80% of  Aus t ra l ians  suppor t  
amend ing  our  Const i tu t ion  to prevent  rac ia l ly  d isc r im inatory laws. ”  



 

 

 
 
 
“Th is  p roposa l  represents  an  h is tor ic  oppor tun i t y  to  fu l f i l  t he promise of  
the  1967 referendum and remove rac ia l  d isc r im inat ion  f rom our  
Const i tu t ion.  W ith  the  passage of  th is  referendum,  we can s tar t  a  new 
chapter  in  our  nat ion ’s  h is tory . ”  
 
To f ind out  more go to :  h t tp : / /www.antar .o rg .au/const i tu t iona l_recogn i t ion  
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Nat ional  Director ,  Jacquel ine Phi l l ips  -  0423 773 395 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


